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?Our key question:

• How can, and do, library, archive, information and data 
sciences contribute to Arctic research in the humanities
and social sciences?



Four overarching topics: 

• Special collections, archives, and artefacts: Researching the Arctic in 
physical and digital formats

• Articulating the Arctic: Information representation, retrieval, and behaviour 
in indigenous, local, and regional languages

• Statistics, facts, and figures: Arctic social sciences data curation and 
management

• Libraries and museums as spaces for society and culture: Communication, 
display, and critique of Arctic people and place



Four upcoming papers cited, working titles: 

• Effective indigenous terminology in Canadian legal research for the Arctic, 
by Nadine Hoffman, University of Calgary, Canada

• Toward a combination of preservation and utilization of an Arctic image 
collection: Creating a new publishing platform at the National Institute of 
Polar Research, Japan, by Yasuyuki Minamiyama, Hiroshi Kanda and Akiko 
Osaka, National Institute of Polar Research, Japan

• Repeat Photography and Archives: A Humanities-Based Dialogue with the 
History of Ice in Svalbard, by Tyrone Martinsson, University of Gothenburg, 
Sweden

• Exhibiting the Arctic: A humanities-based analysis of climate change 
exhibits at the Polar Museum, Tromsø, Norway, by Lena Aarekol, Hanne 
Hammer Stien and Marit Anne Hauan, The Arctic University of Norway 
(UiT)



First case:

• Current terms describing indigenous people: not the same as yesterday

• In legal research: issue when locating case files

• Taxonomy awareness: applicable to multiple disciplines

• Not restricted to Canada, nor to legal research

Effective indigenous terminology in Canadian legal research for 
the Arctic, by Nadine Hoffman, University of Calgary, Canada



Second case:

• Goal: preserve and disseminate images resulting from Arctic research
projects

• Answer: creating a new publishing platform / Arctic image database

• Cosiderations: terminology, data input, selection/curation, access, 
dissemination strategies...

By Yasuyuki Minamiyama, Hiroshi Kanda and Akiko Osaka, National 
Institute of Polar Research, Japan





Third case:

• Ongoing project: visual mapping of glaciers in Svalbard

• Utilizing historic material:
– Glaciers on maps from early 17th Century
– Photographic records dating back to 1861

• Rephotography

Repeat Photography and Archives: A Humanities-Based Dialogue 
with the History of Ice in Svalbard, by Tyrone Martinsson, University 
of Gothenburg, Sweden



4th case:

• What role do museums/exhibitions play in communicating scientific
research?

• Two exhibitions: Polar Night (2015) and Living Ice (2017) – part of larger
research projects involving international research communities

• Combining science and arts to disseminate knowledge

Exhibiting the Arctic: A humanities-based analysis of climate change 
exhibits at the Polar Museum, Tromsø, Norway, by Lena Aarekol, 
Hanne Hammer Stien and Marit Anne Hauan, The Arctic University 
of Norway (UiT)





Siri fra Svalbard, by Estrid Ott, 1965 edition. Image credit: Pinterest.

Takk for oppmerksomheten!

Please contact me at Marthe.Fjellestad@uib.no
with any questions or comments, and be sure to 
check out the photographs, maps, letters, 
manuscripts and other written material at 
marcus.uib.no
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